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nOn-executive DiRectORS 
1 maRtin claRK non-executive chairman. Joined the 
board in 2001. he was previously a non-executive director 
of bpb plc, blick plc, clarkson plc, and icm computer 
group plc. he is chairman of the nominations committee.

2 DaviD best non-executive Director. Joined the board 
in may 2007 and is also non-executive director of st ives 
plc. he is a chartered accountant and was formerly  
group finance Director of xansa plc. he is chairman  
of the audit committee and of the trustee board of the 
senior plc pension plan. the board considers David best 
to be independent.

3 ian much non-executive Director and senior 
independent Director. Joined the board in 2005 and is  
also non-executive director of chemring group plc, and 
simplyhealth group. he was formerly chief executive of De 
la Rue plc. he is chairman of the Remuneration committee. 
the board considers ian much to be independent.

4 michael steel non-executive Director. Joined  
the board in may 2008. previously president of the 
mechanical systems business of ge aviation systems 
(formerly smiths aerospace), where he had worked for  
17 years in various senior commercial and operational 
roles managing us and uK aerospace businesses.  
the board considers michael steel to be independent.

executive DiRectORS
5 maRK Rollins group chief executive. a chartered 
accountant, he joined the group in 1998 from morgan 
crucible plc, and became group finance Director in  
2000, when he joined the board. he became group  
chief executive, and chairman of the health, safety  
and environment committee, in march 2008. he is  
a non-executive director of wsp group plc.

6 simon nicholls group finance Director.  
a chartered accountant, he joined the group in april 
2008 from hanson plc, where he worked for nine years, 
latterly as chief financial officer for hanson’s north 
american operations. he joined the board in may 2008.

7 miKe sheppaRD executive Director. Joined the board 
in september 2002. a us citizen, he has worked for the 
group for more than 20 years, and is the chief executive 
of the flexonics Division.

gRaham menzies former group chief executive; 
retired from the board in april 2008. 
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main BOaRD
the main board met a total of nine times during the period 
1 January 2008 and 31 December 2008. there was full 
attendance at every board meeting during the year.

auDit cOmmittee
David best (chairman), ian much and michael steel. 
michael steel was appointed to the committee in may 
2008, upon his appointment to the board. the committee 
met three times during the year.

nOminatiOnS cOmmittee
martin clark (chairman), David best, ian much and 
michael steel. michael steel was appointed to the 
committee in may 2008, upon his appointment to the 
board. the committee met five times during the year.

RemuneRatiOn cOmmittee
ian much (chairman), David best, martin clark and 
michael steel. michael steel was appointed to the 
committee in may 2008, upon his appointment to the 
board. the committee met five times during the year.

health, SaFety & enviROnment cOmmittee
mark Rollins, mike sheppard, Ron case (chief executive of 
aerospace structures) and launie fleming (chief executive 
of aerospace fluid systems). mark Rollins became chairman  
of the hse committee upon graham menzies’ retirement. 
launie fleming joined the hse committee in october  
2008. the committee met five times during the year.  
James pomeroy, the group hse manager, also attends  
each committee meeting.

there was full attendance at every meeting of the 
committees of the board during the year.

executive cOmmittee
the executive committee, although not formally appointed 
as a committee of the board, oversees the running of all 
senior group operations.

it comprises three members of the board: mark Rollins, 
simon nicholls and mike sheppard; together with Ron 
case (chief executive of aerospace structures) and 
launie fleming (chief executive of aerospace fluid 
systems), whose biographical details are set out below. 
bindi foyle, group financial controller, acts as secretary 
to this committee.

Ron case a us citizen, he has worked for the group  
for more than 10 years, and is the chief executive of  
aerospace structures. Joined the executive committee 
upon his appointment as a Divisional chief executive  
in 2004. prior to that appointment he had been chief 
executive of senior aerospace Jet products and of  
senior aerospace Ketema.

launie fleming a us citizen, he has worked for the 
group for more than 10 years. Joined the executive 
committee upon his appointment as chief executive of 
aerospace fluid systems in september 2008. prior to 
that appointment he had been chief executive of senior 
aerospace ssp.

the purpose of the committee is to assist the group chief 
executive in the performance of his duties, including:

the development and implementation of strategy, •	
operational plans, policies, procedures, and budgets;
the monitoring of operating and financial performance;•	
the assessment and control of risk;•	
the prioritisation and allocation of resources; and•	
the monitoring of competitive forces in each area  •	
of operation.

the committee is also responsible for the consideration of 
all other matters not specifically reserved for consideration 
by the board. a report on the executive committee’s 
activities is provided to the board by the group chief 
executive at each board meeting.

membeRs of the 
executive committee

faR left: Ron case 
left: launie fleming
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